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Hello and welcome to the Christmas edition of 
Hogsback News!

It’s obviously been a bit of an odd year. But 
we’ve still been doing lots of stuff and trying to 
make the best of it all.

The Grand Council of Elders (or committee as 
they like to be called) have all been busy 
organising things to do for next year, some of 
which will be revealed by looking at their “Bit’s”. 
So it’s all very exciting.

It’s also a VERY special edition in that I’ve 
actually written something for it!! (Other than 
the usual blather I put on this Contents page)

I felt a bit guilty constantly hassling you lot for 
articles so I thought it was high time I wrote 
something myself. Especially as I had the 
privilege of actually going on pretty much the 
only weekend away this year.

Read on!

Brett Speed

Editor
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It’s Christmas Newsletter time and for this 
edition I could go on about what a shite year its 
been, but you have all lived it so I am sure you 
don’t want to relive it in my words here. 

On a brighter note we now have hope for next 
years riding season and are releasing our 
current weekend away rides so reservation 
bookings can commence. All members should 
of course be aware this is subject to restrictions 
enabling them to happen. The ride leaders will 
make you aware of any cancellation dates for 
making key decisions on deposits when you 
contact them. 

I am particularly looking forward to meeting up 
with our friends in the Mons Chapter to 
continue our twinning celebrations both here in 
the UK and also a planned visit to them at the 
end of May. 

Paul will continue to manage the ride plan 
within the changing restrictions to enable us to 
ride, all be it in small groups until we can 
expand to more normal. Vince as Chapter 
Safety Officer has the final word on 
interpretation of the restrictions into 
what the Chapter can do with official 
rides. Vince puts a lot of work into 
research and checking so when he 
posts on the web or FB we all know 
that’s the Chapter position on 
official rides.

Realistically we face doing virtual 
club nights (VCNs) in the medium 
term. Yet again a plea from me to 
please get in touch if you have 
something you wish to contribute 
either on VCN or even a separate 
virtual event. This can be something 
you would like to see rather than do 
it yourself and we will try to find a 
subject matter expert (AKA mug) to 
present on the subject.

Existing members will note the 
Chapter’s renewal fee has been 

halved due to us saving dosh from this year on 
not sponsoring events. Our Great Dealership 
has yet again sponsored the Chapter 
financially in 2021 so a massive thank you to 
Aaron and GH-D.

Lastly before I send you to sleep I want to 
welcome all the new members who joined us 
this year and have not been able to enjoy what 
we took for granted in Hogsback as the biggest 
ride program in the Europe (probably), the 
parties and the ability to meet and make 
friends. Thank you for taking the leap of faith 
on Hogsback and we will get there in 2021.

I hope you and your love ones stay safe and 
have a great Christmas,

Dell Evans

Director Hogsback Chapter UK

Director’s Blurb
Dell

Director
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Like many things in life, 2020 started full of 
hope, enthusiasm and wonder only to be shut 
down before we even got to Easter. We did 
however manage two group away rides, one 
before the shutdown to Mons for our twinning 
event, which was fantastic, and the second in 
September to Dartmoor. Both rides were well 
supported with the participants enjoying the 
opportunity to ride in a large group again.

2020 was the year that riding with 6 others 
became the new normal for Chapter rides. So 
normal in fact, the Hogsback road crew 
delivered 166 Rw6’s in the shortened riding 
season from June until November 2020. To put 
that into perspective we had 89 day rides in 
whole of the 2019 riding season. 

In summary the 2020 ride programme included:

173 day rides including 166 Rw6 and (4) 
Max30 rides

2 away rides to Mons and Dartmoor

58 events including virtual events

I think we are all looking forward to the 2021 
riding season and putting 2020 behind us. We 
are planning to continue the Rw6 rides until 
June 30th at which time we are hopeful the 
restrictions will be reduced if not lifted and a 
normal ride programme can be resumed. We 
currently have 140 days rides pencilled in the 
calendar including 79 Rw6 rides. We also have 
13 away rides planned, all of which will be 
revealed on January club night. The ride 
programme is of course dependent upon what 
restrictions are in place come the new season. 
The road crew are ready to adjust the rides 
depending on whether the rules are 
strengthened or relaxed.

I look forward to riding with you in 2021. In the 
meantime, have a fantastic Christmas. Let us 
toast to a good life, whatever it is and wherever 
it happens to be.

Paul Cutler

Assistant Director

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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Well, 2020 has been a strange year. It started 
as we normally would with lots of rides planned 
both within the UK and abroad. Following the 
twinning event in Mons in February, which was 
well attended by both those that rode and 
those that went by car owing to the weather 
and time of year.

Things changed as COVID started to take hold 
and restrictions were applied to riding and 
socialising.

The primary officers and members needed to 
be sure that we were following the rules and 
came to rely on the Safety Officer in 
interpreting those rules to avoid any of our road 
crew, members or the Chapter falling foul of the 
regulations and picking up hefty fines.

The rules continually changed, and it was clear 
that the rules were interpreted differently by 
different people. As safety officer I applied my 
interpretation of the rules and sought advice 
from law enforcement agencies, other 
motorcycle clubs and HOG UK. All of these 
agencies came up with a different interpretation 

of the rules. It was a juggling act to pick out the 
sensible and best interpretation from all and 
apply it to how Hogsback would ride, thus the 
Rw6.

The rules are changing more with the Tier 
system and now with a new Tier 4 it becomes 
even harder to get around as we have Tiers 2, 
3 and 4 all around us and the planning of rides 
is difficult. As I have said we don’t want to leave 
anyone vulnerable to fines or prosecution so 
we must follow the guidelines.

The Safety Officer should be the first point of 
contact in relation to any queries regarding the 
guidelines, that goes for ride leaders and all the 
members. If you have a question please ask 
me, likewise if you think I have got it wrong 
contact me and I can go through my rationale 
and you can tell me why you think it’s wrong. If 
it is, it can be changed.

Have a great Christmas everybody and here’s 
to a better 2021.

Vince

Assistant Director

Safety Officer

Vince’s Bit
Vince

Assistant Director
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What a long strange trip it’s been.

And it still is. However, we have managed to 
welcome lots of new members to the Chapter 
over the last 10 months, so we must be doing 
something right, despite everything. I hope 
everyone of you have managed to get a feel of 
what our amazing Chapter is all about. We are 
very much looking forward to integrating 
everybody back together again at a proper, 
fully sociable, Club Night. Many of us longer 
standing members are beginning to forget what 
they are like too! Re-learning our social graces 
is something we can all look forward to and 
enjoy.

Virtual Club Night or VCN to give its 
affectionate title, has been a lot of fun to do. I 
know Dell has spent a fortune on ear defenders 
to protect his ears from Wavy Davy’s singing, 
but we do fully appreciate his humour and all 
the hard work he does to keep us ahead of the 
rest. 😊

If there is anything in the Membership section 
you would like added just let me know. Looks 
like we shall be continuing with our VCN’s for a 
while longer, so we’ll try our best to keep it 
refreshed.

I know this year has been a total wipeout for all 
our usual planned events, but Paul Cutler’s 
excellent management of our Rides with Six 
has saved the day and been really popular. We 
too managed a few and they, despite the 
restrictions, were terrific fun. They are still a 
great way to meet, and get to know better, 
other Chapter members.

Next year 2021 is a special year for our HOG 
Chartered Chapter in Surrey; it will be 30 years 
since the original inception in 1991. There’s 
been a lot of water under the bridge in all that 
time, but the birthday’s got a zero in it, so it 
needs to be celebrated. We will be a bigger 
and better, louder and prouder, Hogsback 
Chapter to emerge from the chaos of 2020.

But only if you renew your Hogsback Chapter 
Membership. This year has been so tough on 
so many members, in so many ways; so in 
acknowledgement of that, our wonderful, 
Hogsback executive have decreed, that your 
next year’s renewal will be a measly £10 for 
riders and £5 for non riders! How’s that for a 
bargain?

I will not be able to gather in Membership 
Renewals, as in past years, at GHD or Club 
Nights for obvious reasons. But we do have the 
contactless magic of emails for the necessary 
paperless paperwork and a BACS system for 
payments. It is a logistical challenge for Axel 
and myself to ensure everything is properly 
tracked and traced to ensure your legitimate 
status, so please be patient and help provide 
us with all we need to sustain the club in these 
difficult times. I will try my best to keep myself 
available to you for membership matters, 
certainly if you need to speak to me personally, 
please do. Let’s be creative for renewals in 
compliance with whatever rules currently rule 
and keep our wonderful club moving forward.

I would like to wish each and everyone one of 
you a very healthy Christmas and a very 
healthy 2021. Please stay safe.

Missing you all so much. Till we meet again,

Katie x 😊

Membership Officer

Katie’s Bit
Katie

Membership Officer
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Well my first year as Head Road Captain and 
what a year it has been. None of us would 
have known what 2020 would bring with 
COVID-19 but it will be no doubt a year to 
remember and forget at the same time.

Now is the time to reflect and look forward for 
brighter things to happen. As for this year we 
say goodbye to the following Road Crew who 
have stepped down.

Road Captains

• Stephen Cork (also our Chapter Historian)

• Carl Christensen (previously the Chapter 
Safety Officer) 

• Henning Roesch

The above Road Captains have many 
combined years of experience and commitment 
to the Chapter and will no doubt be sorely 
missed. I personally would like to thank them 
for the contribution to not only the Chapter but 
also the Road Crew.

Road Marshals

• Jane Robertson

• Andy Gladwell

To our Road Marshals that are standing down, I 
would also like to thank them personally for 
their time with the Road Crew, it has been very 
much appreciated by all.

I am pleased to say that Howard Pullen has 
now been appointed to Road Captain and has 
successfully passed his advanced riding test 
(RoSPA). I am also pleased to say that we 
have 5 new Road Crew who still have to 
complete their training but will be joining the 
ranks soon. Once they have completed their 
training they will be patched up and all will be 
revealed! Hopefully this can happen at an 
actual Club Night but if not it will be done by 
VCN.

With our 5 new Road Crew this now gives us 
18 Road Captains (3 on sabbatical) and 15 
Road Marshals.

At present (figures from October 2020) we 
have within the Chapter 307 Riding members 
(284 Male & 23 Female).

So for 2021 we will have 33 Road Crew to 
support our amazing Ride Program which is 
managed excellently by Assistant Director Paul 
Cutler. I am sure that you would all agree that 
Paul is due an enormous big THANK YOU for 
all the hard work he has done this year, he has 
managed to keep us all entertained and kept 
the Road Crew on their toes.

At present none of us really knows what 2021 
is going to bring, but with that in mind and the 
possible restrictions that will be in place the 
Road Crew have already planned rides for next 
year. I will leave that to Paul Cutler to expand 
on (don’t want to be seen as stealing his 
thunder).

Well, once again I have probably have said 
enough but as I have said before, if you don’t 
know me don’t be shy and come up and say 
hello, there is a lot of us now and we have a lot 
of new members which is great. Hopefully I will 
see you on a ride soon or at Club Night or GH-
D.

All that is left for me to say is to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a prosperous and 
Happy New Year.

Keep safe and shiny side up!

Peter O

Head Road 
Captain

Peter’s Bit
Peter

Head Road Captain
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Hi All

Well what a year!!

Let’s hope 2021 will bring us all together again 
and we can actually plan ahead and look 
forward to events again.

We did manage to put on one socially 
distanced Charity event for under 30, with 
thanks to the Brealey’s for allowing us to use 
their driveway and garage and the Wavy Davy 
Band for giving their time for free. It was a 
lovely afternoon of music and tea and cakes 
and we managed to raise a whopping £234.00 
for our charities. So well done to all.

What will 2021 bring? Well, I am busy working 
on a few projects including our Cirencester 
Rally which we are really hoping will go ahead, 
also our 30th Anniversary party, End of Season 
Party, Chapter Twinning and anything else that 

I can squeeze in during the year. The events 
that we normally hold at the beginning of the 
year are looking doubtful.

Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course make sure you log onto facebook for 
the virtual club nights where you will get up-to-
date info, meet knew and old friends and 
generally have a great evening. If you haven’t 
been to an event yet and want to see what we 
all get up to visit the photo gallery on the 
website.

As always thank you all for your support and 
for making all of the events when we have 
them such fantastic fun, and remember 
without you it can’t happen.

That is it for me now other than to say…

HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Eileen Ostinelli

Activities Officer

XXXXX

Eileen’s Bit
Eileen

Activities Officer
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On Friday 18th December 2020 we sent the 
final tranche of funds to our three chosen 
charities amounting to £900, each making a 
total of £2,500 to each of those charities for the 
year as shown on the giant cheques that we 
had hoped to formally present to each of the 
charities. Unfortunately, that has proved 
impossible due to current regulations. 

The amount therefore raised for charity in 2020 
is £7,500 for our three main charities, £400 
(£100 each) for the 2020 runner up charities 
and just a little over £400 ready to pay out to 
the 2021 runner up charities making a grand 
total of a little over £8,300. This is an 
astonishing amount to have raised in such a 
difficult year .

On behalf of all our charities this year I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
in the Chapter for raising so much money for 
charity in an almost impossible year. Although 
all of the Chapter has been involved in one way 
or another e.g. buying raffle tickets, donations 
etc, there are some who have gone the extra 
mile and they are therefore named below:

• Howard and Wendy for Race Night

• Eileen for the Winter Ball  

• Jim and Delia for bring and buy on Club 
Nights 

• David and Jean for all the charity raffles

• Sally for the wine for the two wine auctions

• Axel for the head shave

• Katie for her swim and her cakes in the 
garden

• And all those individuals who in 2020 did the 
Iron Hog, the garage days, GHD Boot sale 
etc 

If I have failed to name anyone that I should 
have I am very sorry and take full responsibility 
for the omission exonerating the editor.

Happy Christmas to all if that is possible in this 
very strange year.  

John Fluker

Charity Officer

John’s Bit
John

Charity Officer
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The end of the old season is always the start of 
a new season. For the first time in the last 63 
years, this yearly moment is not bridged by 
festive Christmas celebrations nor an intensive 
New Year party with fireworks. Friends and 
Family will not be present physically, but only 
virtually, via ZOOM, Facebook or other social 
media like WhatsApp. 

We all had hoped that by now we would have 
won the fight against the virus, only to find out 
that it maybe just started. Some vaccines may 
be effective, the virus is mutating, who knows 
what 2021 will look like. I have no idea but like 
to be prepared for the best and for the worst.

2020 was a very good teacher, we did the best 
under the ever-changing rules and regulations, 
and by now have an armour of weaponised 
action plans A, B, C and D we can use at very 
short notice. The results of 2020 are something 
to be proud of:

- We managed 173 rides, 166 of them Rw6’s, 
allowing for over 1,000 riders to participate in 
organised ride-outs

- We did not drop a single monthly Club Night, 
moving from the Princess Royal to ZOOM, with 

the participation of numerous guest 
contributors like Marjorie Rae

- We raised more funds for our charities then in 
any previous year, with a total of over £8,000 
for our selected charities. Soon the new ones 
for 2021 will be announced, and tickets for 
Raffle#9 (draw Jan 7th) are already selling.

Still the large UK and international ride outs 
could not be organised, and most of our big 
parties had to be cancelled, a disappointment 
for many of us. As Treasurer I was happy to be 
able to support the 50% discount on our 2021 
renewal fees, every little helps.

It was a turbulent year for me as your 
Treasurer, never have I seen so many 
transactions to be executed and accounted for. 
Hundreds of refunds for cancelled ride 
deposits, over 2,400 raffle ticket sales all paid 
via bank account, and a historic high renewal 
rate in November and December. All this 
combined with many dares and challenges for 
charity, from my own haircut to Katie’s cake 
invite and her ice water swim, Brealey’s Music 
evening with Troubadour David and Diva 
Jackie.

I Wish You a Merry Lockdown
Axel

Treasurer
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Hogsback Chapter is also the official organiser 
of the Iron Hog, and the special COVID-19 
challenge, a kind of Iron Hog Light, proved 
extremely popular, with a record number of 86 
participants, raising over £620 for our charities. 
We will continue to offer the COVID-19 
variation in 2021.

As said earlier, we did not do many large rides, 
but many small ones. The result is an 
impressive 2020 Photo gallery, with numerous 
small collections of Rw6 rides. As Head 
Photographer, I am incredibly grateful for all 
these contributions. As they are on the public 
side of the fence, they contribute to our positive 
public image, and will help to refresh our 
memories in the years to come.

In the numerous variations of lockdown we 
went through, we had time to compile special 
galleries and movie contribution. From the 
Corona Video, the Young Hogsback Collection, 
Messy eating, 4 Shots Compilation or Cut 
Collection, thank you for all your contributions. 
Lets see what ideas are developed in 2021, 
and keep your photos and videos coming.

Without the help of the Primary Officers, who 
meet weekly on ZOOM to discuss ways to keep 

the Chapter active and lively, the support and 
understanding of the committee and all the 
wonderful contributions and participation of our 
members, 2020 would have turned out to be a 
grey and miserable year, but it became a 
colourful patchwork year. This is the most 
positive I can describe it.

As I said, 2020 was a very good teacher, and 
our catalogue of action plans and new 
innovative ideas will help us to master the start 
of 2021 and beyond, in the hope that this 
pandemic will be overcome soon and we return 
to something similar to what we once called 
normal.

Have a Merry Christmas and a healthy and 
eventful 2021

Axel Thill

Tresurer

Head 
Photographer

Road Captain
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As some of you may know, I come up with 
some absolute crackers of ideas. Some sadly 
quite tragic, but every now and again a good 
one pops up.

When the Ride with 6 (Rw6) was invented (not 
my idea) and the subject of Charities really 
suffering with lack of monies was discussed, I 
thought of opening up our garden and serving 
afternoon teas for MONEY! Our six-at-a-time 
visitors could eat and donate their cash into our 
Charity pot, as an alternative to their usual on-
the-road café.

After working out the logistics on how best to 
achieve it, a strict hourly timetable was drawn 
up and on our chosen Saturday, each bunch of 
six VIP Guests arrived on schedule for tea, 
coffee, cakes and delicacies. We even had a 
biker-friendly neighbour, Mary, bake a couple of 
her special fruit cakes and some amazing rock 
cakes, which she added to our charity 
contributions. As the day progressed each 
group of guests left after their allotted time and 
so the next bunch could arrive. It was a great 
fun day, so refreshing to actually see people 
and talk to them within the guidelines, all 
properly socially distanced of course. It also 

stayed sunny, warm and dry for us spaced out 
in our garden. Our neighbours were also 
treated to an ever-changing Harley-Davidson 
bike show, without causing any offence. Katie & 
Davy’s pop-up Café proved to be a worthy 
success.

As a result of that venture, we also served 
sausage, bacon and egg ciabatta rolls on 
another Saturday lunchtime for one of Dell’s 
Rw6 rides. We all managed to sit in the garden, 
despite being a bit drizzly earlier, but it was fine 
and dry when they arrived. It was great to meet 
some new members too. Sadly, *** Dunlop 
Chef, Davy, was too busy catering to sing for 
Dell, but I think he was ok, rushing home to get 
his fix and listen to one of Davy’s CD’s instead.

£200 in the charity pot made it all worthwhile.

The next, and latest, event was the Wavy Davy 
Band featuring Jackie Brealey Charity Gig on a 
Sunday afternoon. 

It has been the only gig that the Wavy Davy 
Band has actually managed to perform 
together the whole of this year since including 
Jackie in the line-up!

Outside the Box for Charity
Katie

Membership Officer
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We were very fortunate to be offered the kind 
use of Mick and Jackie Brealey’s very spacious 
garage for one band rehearsal, when things 
calmed down for a while and some restrictions 
were removed. It was Mick’s subsequent idea 
to offer it for a Charity Gig to the Club.

In stepped the indomitable Eileen Ostinelli, who 
very kindly took it on with all her usual prowess 
and organised it as a proper Hogsback Chapter 
Event, Hoorah! (With Dell’s full support of 
course, he being, the band’s No1 fan).

A limited number of 23 x £5 tickets were offered 
for sale for a socially-distanced seat in the 
driveway. The band consisted of seven 
musicians, so there were 23 tickets available to 
members and the band’s roadies, including 
Mick B and me. A maximum total of 30 people 
in attendance, which created a very sociable 
atmosphere, helped very much by the provision 
of tea, cakes and other treats courtesy of our 
hosts and the usual crew. A big “Thank You”, to 
all who took part and for making it a rare 
landmark event in Hogsback’s calendar for 
2020. It was great fun to be a part of.

The band weren’t bad either. Jackie and Wavy 
Davy fronted the singing, backed by Keith 
Nicholl on drums, former club member Andy 
Cripps on bass, Johnny Guitar on rhythm guitar 
and Adrian Joly on lead guitar with partner Eva 
guesting on saxophone for a couple of 
numbers. Two one-and-a-quarter hour sets, 
plus encores, provided plenty of great sounds 
covering some great songs to an audience 
currently starved of live entertainment. Brilliant.

Jackie proved to be such a star, Davy’s 
considering re-naming the band, Jackie Bee 
and the Wavy Dees.

Another sum in excess of £200 raised.

Then, like a few others, we were still going to 
the Isle of Wight, but for the, slightly delayed, 
‘Not the Isle of Wight 2020 Rally’, now an 
incognito, socially distanced, meet-up 
occasionally if you spot someone you know in 
Sandown. We had already arranged to stay 
separately with friends in any event. Whilst 
listening to Axel at the October VCN I suddenly 
thought, I could do a charity swim. I like to 
swim in the sea and managed it a few times on 

the coast during the warmer days of Summer, 
(operative word being, Summer). Our friends 
live right on the promenade at Sandown sea 
front. 

Once I had announced it on the Membership 
bit on VCN there was no backing out. Over the 
next few weeks I watched the temperatures 
plummet!

Concerned with massive amounts of paparazzi 
gathering on the prom, I decided secrecy was 
best.

I had planned to swim at high tide, around 5pm 
on the Friday evening, the weather wasn’t 
good, cold wind blowing at 9°, even in the 
knowledge of a quick hop step and jump I 
would be in a hot shower, I decided to abstain 
with lots of red wine to console myself.

Very early on Saturday morning looked slightly 
more promising, the tide was out, so it was 
further to go to swim, but, “What the Hell!” My 
intrepid photographer accompanied me in bare 
feet into the water and we successfully 
recorded and posted the event on Facebook 
bright and early. Would anyone donate?

Well the rest is history, and a massive thank 
you to everyone who donated.

That’s it. Until my next idea .

Katie Francis

Membership Officer
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Hello everyone,

As we are all aware during the festive season, 
and generally with the situation for most of 
2020 there seems to be a changing of shape 
for some of the Hogsback members!!

With concern over this, the management have 
enlisted the help from two athletic, fit and 
generally in fine shape members of the Road 
Crew to see what can be done before Beth 
Williams has to re-stock with larger sizes at 
GH-D

The two Road crew Athletes whom the 
management have turned to for help are Andy ( 
No Pants) Williams and Steve (The Fat 
Controller) Routh who have come up with the 
idea of the “Belly Buster Challenge” for any 

Hogsback member who wants to participate. 
Our two Hogsback members are pictured 
showing off their athletic bodies when having a 
weigh in on Friday 18th to give you some idea 
of the competition!!

The idea is quite simple, as are the rules, and if 
you can team up with a buddy to add to the 
banter so much the better.

If you want to participate just send an email to 
steve.routh@hogsbackchapter.org stating you 
wish to participate and agree to all the rules.

Belly Buster Challenge
Steve

Andy
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The rules are as follows:

1. Send a photo or video of you, and with your 
weighing buddy if you have one, being 
weighed and showing your weight to 
steve.routh@hogsbackchapter.org  on or 
around the 1st January 2021

2. You must weigh yourself and with your 
buddy if you have one, at approximately the 
same time every 14 days on the same 
scales, and send the photo or video proof 
to above

3. Optional is to also take chest and waist, 
that is a fraction below your belly button, 
measurements if you would like to

4. You agree to donate £1 minimum (more is 
optional) for every 1lb you have lost 
between January 1st and 1st April 2021 to 
the Hogsback Charity fund

5. You agree to your name and weight loss 
being shared on Hogsback Facebook to 
encourage others or yourself onwards. We 
will not publish your weight only the weight 
loss

Our Director, Dell Evans, has already agreed 
and signed up as Wendy told him he cannot 
break another chair!!  

There will be a small prize for the person with 
the most weight loss at the end.

This is only for a bit of fun with a healthy 
outcome and a bonus for our charities. No 
cheating as you will only be cheating yourself 
and the prize is NOT a new Harley!

It would be great if we can get a number of 
members having an attempt at this, even better 
if you can pair up with someone.

And at the end of 3 months your loss is a 
number of Charities gain which can only be a 
positive thing.

Any questions please email me and I will 
answer as best I can.

I Hope to be inundated with emails from 
participants!

Regards

Road Captains

Steve Routh & Andy Williams
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Wavy Davy “Facebook Challenge”

And just as we thought it safe to get back into 
the water… but it’ll take more than an 
indiscriminate virtual shark of a virus to put 
down this Chapter and all who sail in her.

The Wavy Davy Band have managed to 
perform the one gig, featuring our very own 
Jackie Brealey, and for that I am truly grateful 
to all those of you who supported us. Especially 
to Jackie and the Boys in the band for all their 
immense contribution to our charities. Katie 
has written separately about it in her Charity 
Spiel, elsewhere in this superb magazine. If 
you weren’t there, then you are definitely 
“Square”.

Facebook has been a revelation for me, having 
only recently joined late in 2019 myself. If you 
are still reluctant to join, you are missing out.

Firstly, participating in Virtual Club Nights. 
Despite Director Dell Evan’s constant hard sell 
of my CD, it has not yet taken off the ground, 
but we’ve had some good laughs. Katie’s 

antics have had us all in stitches at times and 
I’m still not sure if we’re more entertaining 
when it all goes right, as planned, or when it all 
goes pear-shaped. Either way, our over-riding 
intention is to be entertaining. Fortunately for 
us, the viewing figures and comments received 
indicate a positive response. Thank you, to all 
of you who participate on Hogsback’s 
Facebook Page for that, we do put a lot of work 
into it and it is most rewarding. We will stay 
calm and carry on, regardless.

Facebook, quite rightly, are not keen to support 
the plagiarism of other people’s musical 
material in presentations. As a singer and 
songwriter myself, I fully support that ideal and 
it has given me the inspiration to create two 
instrumental compositions for use in our 
Facebook broadcasts. Katie now has her own 
exclusive Theme Tune and Ballinger’s 
Challenge Quiz also has its own Theme Tune, 
Paraboloid, named after a particular 
challenging quiz question compiled by our very 
own enthusiastic quiz masters Leigh and Dave 
Ballinger. I am very proud to have created my 
first instrumentals.

Lockdown Lunacy Wavy Davy
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Secondly, Facebook has been a revelation as a 
platform to launch my own brand of solo 
performance. At the time of writing, I’ve posted 
75 solo performances on my own David 
Francis Facebook page since starting at the 
beginning of Lockdown at the end of March, 
that’s 10 songs a month. Thanks to the 
enthusiasm of my family and friends, together 
with the publicity gained from Virtual Club 
Nights including Dell Evan’s amazing brand of 
promotion, I now have quite a following on 
Facebook. Many of those lovely people are 
new members to the club, some of whom I’ve 
barely met. It’s been a mutual pleasure to 
share some of my own songs and many classic 
favourites too.

I’ve also learned some new skills composing 
slide shows for some of those songs and I’m 
intending to develop my presentation portfolio 
further over the next month or so. Having been 
responsible for launching the singing skills of 
Howard Pullen and Katie Francis with the 
Wurzel’s Combine Harvester song, there is 
another similar feature in the pipeline involving 
some very shady characters you will recognise 
when we’re allowed to get it together again!

Stay tuned and keep yourself turned on, you 
never know what’s coming next,

Wavy
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I’ve always wanted to go to Tintagel castle, so I 
put my name down for Carl’s ride as soon as I 
could… but it was cancelled because of the 
whole Covid thing.

Then a space came up in Robins Dartmoor 
Prison ride. In the past I’d always steered clear 
of Robins rides as although they always sound 
amazing, they have a bit of a reputation for 
being on the fast side and I’ve always had 
bikes with no screens. But my new bike does 
have a screen, so I thought “what the hell” and 
signed myself up. 

I’m glad I did, as not only was it a great 
weekend away, it was one of the only ones that 
actually took place in 2020. Although, sadly, it 
transpired that Robin’s health wasn’t up to him 
coming along on the trip in the end. Hope to 
ride with you again in 2021 Robin!

At the time, the Covid restrictions had been 
eased slightly and we could all ride down to the 
Hotel near Exeter in one big group. During the 
weekend we would split into Rw6 groups and 
ride around visiting all the places on the 
itinerary in an aptly named Round Robin.

We were lucky with the weather and set off 
bright and early from GH-D. The ride down was 
really nice and we stuck to A and B roads 

wherever possible. I was however assaulted by 
a farmer cutting hedges. 

Normally this country practice doesn’t effect us 
bikers much, other than having to overtake the 
tractor as it slowly trundles down the road. But 
this thoughtful guy had decided to try and ease 
congestion by cutting the hedges from the field 
side. This resulted in daggers of wood being 

shot across the road just as I 
passed by! I even had one still 
lodged in my bike when we 
stopped for lunch at the pub.

The food was good and everyone 
had a nice socially distanced sit 
down and relax. The only bad 
thing I can say about the pub was 
that the car park was like, really, 
REALLY slopey and at a really 
odd angle. I am happy to 
announce that there we definitely 
no incidents of bikes being 
dropped. Twice.

Tintagel Castle Dartmoor Prison
Brett

Editor
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We arrived at the Exeter Court Hotel late 
afternoon and after a shower and relax we all 
got together for dinner. We had out own private 
dining room where everyone could sit and eat 
without having to don face masks and we all 
sat and ate with the people in our “6” to try and 
minimise and spreading of germs.

Next day we set off in our 6’s, or in my case 7. 
My group was led by Al (DM) and included 
Peter Wolfson, Vince Barber, Ron Mason, Jez 
Bevan and Mark Forbes. The plan was to 
spend the day touring around Bodmin Moor 
and then finish the day off with a quick visit to 
Plymouth Harley-Davidson.

First stop was Okehampton Castle, which 
surprised me as not only had I not noticed it on 
itinerary, it’s also where really good friend of 
mine lives. He lives about 5 mins walk from the 
castle, but when I called him he was out and 
about so couldn’t come and say hello. Hey ho.

It cost money to go into the castle so we settled 
for a sit down on the wall and a hot chocolate 
(kindly bought by Ron). As we looked at it 
longingly from the road Al got his drone out (not 
a euphemism) and sent it up over the castle to 
take some pictures. So it was almost as if we’d 
seen it in person. 

Then one of the other groups turned up so we 
shot off quickly to avoid any breaking of the 
rules!

Next stop was a very picturesque church on top 
of a Tor (Brentor Church going by the GPS data 
on my photos). It was a pretty tall hill and there 
was no road or paved path up to the church on 
top. So tall and steep was the hill that I was the 
only one who walked all the way up it. The 
others stayed at the base of the hill muttering 
about dodgy knees and other health issues 
whilst satisfying themselves by looking at the 
drone footage.

It was getting on for lunchtime so we saddled 
up and headed off for Dartmoor Prison, which 
was shut because of the Covid restrictions. 
Apparently there was a good view of it from the 
road as we went past, but I missed it. I was 
obviously more focused on the road ;)

After a very interesting diversion due to closed 
roads down some VERY narrow roads we 
carried on to our next stop at Buckfastleigh 
Abbey for a spot of lunch.
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We pulled into the Abbey and after a brief tour 
of the car park (in the wrong direction) we 
parked up in the coach park. We were all a bit 
disheartened to see a really big queue outside 
the entrance until we realised it was just the 
queue to the gift shop, phew!

The cafe was quite quiet and the food selection 
was somewhat limited but they were serving 
hot Cornish pasties which were delicious. We 
sat outside and enjoyed the view of the abbey 
munching on our pasties and talking toot.

Bellies full of pastry and meat we set off 
through the moors again. We stopped to 
stretch our legs right in the middle of the moor 
at an ancient stone bridge over the Blackbrook 
River. As we were admiring the view (and 
deploying drones) a young lady dressed in an 
amazingly bright costume wandered up and 
started having her photo taken by what looked 
like a professional photographer.

Of course this being the Hogback Chapter we 
ended up chatting with the pair and were even 
cajoled into appearing in some of the photos. 

The final destination of the day was to be 
Plymouth Harley-Davidson. Being on a Fat-Bob 
and slightly under endowed in the fuel tank 
department I was a concerned with the range I 
had left. The bike said 40, Al said it was 20 to 
the dealer. Should be fine right?

When we left the small B roads of the moors 
and got on to the dual carriage way the bike 
said 20. Then 19. Then 18. Then 14.

Hmmm. These numbers are going down faster 
than they should be. Each mile on the range 
was definitely not equivalent to a mile on the 
road. I started to get a bit nervous.

12. 8. 4. Then just “Low Range”.

Crap…
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I gave it bit of wellie to get past Al and 
gesticulated in a manner I hoped would convey 
I had low fuel and pulled off at the next very 
fortuitous junction.

To my great relief I spied a big Sainsbury’s 
petrol sign on the other side of the roundabout 
under the dual carriageway.

After fuelling we trundled off to Plymouth H-D. 
There was some excitement when Ron spied a 
jacket in the sale to £120. But it turned out it 
was a very badly written £720. That was a bit 
rich for me so I thought I’d splash out on my 
first Poker Chip and see what all the fuss was 
about.

After a quick blast back back along the A30-
Something we (mostly) all parked up back at 
the Hotel. Turned out that a couple of the 7 had 
got lost somewhere along the line.

Oh well, they all had sat nav. :)

We retired to the bar for a well deserved drink 
or three and another excellent meal.

Next day was just about getting home. There 
was a slight delay in setting off as the battery in 
Jane Robertsons bike decided that it would 
take this opportunity to die.

Many manly men were involved, jump leads 
were borrowed and cars were commandeered. 
After about half an hour the bike was finally 
started and Jane got someone to go fuel it up 
at the petrol station with the engine running 
(naughty naughty!!).

The ride back was uneventful, yet pleasant. 
Though maybe a bit Filter-ey for some peoples 
taste. We stopped at a rather natty little road 
side cafe called The Gingerbread Cafe for a 
bite to eat before setting off into the traffic 
again. The group dwindled as we gradually split 
apart the closer we got to home.

All in all it was a great weekend away. Some 
may say it was the best weekend away in 
2020. But to be fair it was the only weekend 
away in 2020.

Thanks to Robin for doing all the hard work of 
organising everything, thanks to Vince Pyle for 
taking over the helm when Robin’s health 
wasn’t up to him coming along and thanks to Al 
for leading my group around the moors.

Brett Speed

Editor


